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Today, the status of Latino/as is mixed. They 

account for more than 40% of the 81 million 

people added to the U.S. population over the last 

30 years and now represent a bigger proportion 

of the U.S. population than Blacks (see Exhibit 

11.1). By 2060, 3 out of every 10 persons in the 

United States will be Latino/a (Taylor, 2014b). 

Larger numbers mean not only greater influence 

on the culture but more political clout. In 2012, 

Latino/as voted for Barack Obama over his 

Republican opponent, Mitt Romney, by a mar-

gin of nearly 3 to 1. In states with heavy Latino/a 

populations, such as California, Florida, and 

Colorado, their vote was key to Obama’s victory.

Economically and educationally, however, 

the situation is less rosy. The average annual 

income for Latino/a individuals and families 

is still substantially lower than that of other 

groups (ProQuest Statistical Abstract, 2015). 

In addition, Latino/as are significantly more 

likely to drop out of school and less likely to 

go to college than are white, Asian American, 

or African American children. Their low levels 

of education, coupled with geographic concen-

tration in economically distressed areas of the 

country, has made Latino/as, particularly men, 

especially vulnerable to downsizing and unem-

ployment (Mather & Jacobsen, 2010).

African Americans
The experience of African Americans has been 

unique among ethnoracial groups in this coun-

try because of the direct and indirect influences 

of slavery. From 1619, when the first black slaves 

were sold in Jamestown, Virginia, to 1865, when 

the Thirteenth Amendment outlawed slavery, 
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SOURCES: United States Bureau of the Census, 2002, Table 14; ProQuest Statistical Abstract, 2013, Table 12; ProQuest Statistical 
Abstract, 2015, Table 12.

Exhibit 11.1 Changes in Ethnoracial Composition of the United States 


